Refinishing a Glass Targa Top

Submitted by Itallian33 (Stillwater, OK) on CorvetteForum.com.  (5/9/08)

I bought a used clear targa top in the parts section for a good deal. The top was hazy and in desperate need of attention. 

This is what it looked like when I got it ( actually these pictures are from the ad)
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All you need to refurbish the top is:
1000 grit wet sand paper
1500 grit wet sand paper
2000 grit wet sand paper
Rubber sanding block
Squirt bottle
Dish soap
Chamois
Terry towels
Porter Cable Polisher
Meguires medium cut, Fine cut, and swirl remover
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First thing I did was to remove all of the old clear coat and the oxidized plastic from the top. I just used 1000 grit and wet sanded it down. This took about three hours to accomplish. It was easy to tell if I was finished because you can look at a light through it and see where it was fully sanded or not. A tip for wet sanding. I used an old chamois to continually clean the surface I was sanding. This makes it easy to remove all of the material from sanding and it the surface will quickly dry so you can tell what areas need more attention.
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There are two ways to finish the top from here. At this point it is ready for paint or clear coat. I sprayed a thick layer of PPG clear coat that I had laying around on it. This gives the acrylic UV protection and gives more material to polish out. It is recommended that the surface be sanded down with 600 grit, but I just kept it at 1000 because I was scared of using that course of paper on the top. The coat has stuck fine so far. 
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I am not the best with a paint gun so the finish had an orange peel effect to it. I wet sanded the top again, this time with 2000 grit paper in preparation for polishing it. Looking back I should have started with 1500 grit and then worked my way up to 2000, but again, I like to start with a finer paper and just do extra work so I take off as little material as possible. When sanding for polish, always sand in one direction, then when you step up to the next grit, sand 90degrees to the previous grit. Keep sanding till you can’t see the marks from the previous grit. The following picture is where I started sanding the top after paint and you can easily see the orange peel. 
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When you get the whole thing sanded out, you are ready for polish. I used a PC 7424 to polish it out, but any polisher will do. I started with the medium cut cleaner and worked it till all of the sanding marks were removed from the finish.
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The medium cut cleaner does a good job of removing the sanding marks, but does leave the finish on the top hazy. I stepped up to a fine cut cleaner and polished out all of the haze. 
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Then for good measure I stepped up to the swirl remove and got a great finish on the top.
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The other way to finish the top is to skip the clear coat step if you don’t have access to paint gun or booth and just polish the acrylic. Step up from the 1000 grit finish to 1500, then 2000, alternating directions each time. Then polish as mentioned above. 

You might also be able to find a local shop that can spray the clear for you for a good price. That way you won’t have to mess with buying the clear and getting a booth and a charcoal mask to protect yourself from the fumes.

Submitted by Phidelt076 (Lewisville, TX) on CorvetteForum.com.  (7/19/08)

I decided to tackle mine a few months back. The top had delaminated on probably 60% of the top. I had no prior experience with wet sanding or painting anything prior to trying this. I figured I couldn't make it look any worse than it already did so I gave it a shot.

Unfortunately I didn't document the whole process but here's how I tackled it and the few pictures I did take.

First step was to remove the remaining clear still on the top. I took the top out to the patio table and spent 3-4 hours with some 1000 grit wet sand paper removing the old paint. There is some kind of layer under the paint so be careful not to sand through this layer.

I had read that someone had some luck just polishing up the top itself without painting it. I brought out the Porter Cable and had no such luck myself.

Then I went to Pep Boys and bought a plastic adhesion promoter (rattle can) and some clear (rattle can). I picked up some more sand paper (600, 1000, 1500, and 2000 grit) as well. Get one of the tack rags as well.

On painting day, I started by cleaning and sweeping out the garage. I wet the floor to trap dust and not have it floating all around the garage. Then I roughed up the top with the 600 grit sand paper. I then washed it and ran the tack rag to remove towel lint. Next was two coats of the plastic adhesion promoter. Then I sprayed three coats of clear on the top. I think I waited 15-20 minutes between each coat.

I did a pretty crappy job with the clear (orange peel, overspray) so I had a bunch of sanding to do after it was dry. I waited a week before sanding. Here's a picture of the "fun":
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I sanded with 1000 then 1500 and with 2000 last. Just make sure to sand in a straight line and when you move up to a lighter grit sand perpendicular to the previous grit scratches. Once I finished sanding out the imperfections I ran the porter cable over it a few times with a few different compounds and polishes.

This is how it turned out:
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It didn't turn out perfect due to my painting skills but It's good enough that no one has noticed the imperfections without me showing them where they are.

	Originally Posted by screw991le 


That is one of the first refinishes that I have seen work. Most people paint it. Awesome job. How much time did it take you? 


Probably about eight hours all told, but like I said, using courser grit paper and then working up to 2000 on the wet sanding would have gone a lot quicker, but I was scared of messing up the top. Someone who is better at it could have done it in half the time.

Submitted by Bobz08C6 on CorvetteForum.com.  (5/10/08)

Is the C5 roof different from the C6 roof? I had a mar that was through the hardcoat on my 2008 C6 with only 300 miles on it. I talked to the roof GM engineer, the roof supplier, the hardcoat and polycarbonate panel supplier and several plastic refinishing suppliers and all said the same thing. Once you penetrate beyond the hardcoat there is no fix and that abrasive finishing will not work. They even suggested that a touch up with a sample of liquid clear coat would not look acceptable. I ended up getting a new clear roof.

Were your defects NOT through the hardcoat? Also, I thought the roof panel (at least on the C6) is polycarbonate and not acrylic.  Your thoughts?

Submitted by Itallian33 (Stillwater, OK) on CorvetteForum.com.  (5/10/08)

The discoloration was throughout the hardcoat and into the Lexan. I assume it is made of Lexan since it has a stamp that says Lexco, or Lexmar or something similar on it.

Submitted by jedblanks (Santa Fe, TX) on CorvetteForum.com.  (5/10/08)

My targa was in pretty rough shape similar to the first picture on here.  I used 2000 grit wetsand paper with soap and water and a sanding block $7 total at Wal-Mart.

Some Meguiars Medium Cut, some Turtle Wax polishing compound, and some 3M Finish Restorer (swirl remover) in that order.  Then a coat of wax. Looks decent, without as much work. Still a few close up flaws, but 1000 times better without having to re-clear.  Cost was a grand total of $20 spent.

Submitted by Benpup on CorvetteForum.com.  (8/15/08)
I just finished mine. Used 800, 1000, 1500 grit, McGuires scratch remover, Jewelers rouge and finished with paste polish. Did not clear coat it at all. It came out looking brand new from the outside and the inside. Washed it once already, polished again this time with McGuires and again it's great. Lots better than paying for a replacement. Total time using a sanding block, porter cable, about four hours start to finish. A good Saturday a.m. project. 

Submitted by Padrino (Levcadia, CA) on CorvetteForum.com.  (9/13/08)

I just finished my "$50" special purchase of one that belonged to a guy from the "flying roof club". Needless to say, it was very heavily scratched.

Started with 300 grit, then 400, then 600, 1000 and finished with 1200. At that point I was worn out. Got it that far, shot it with "clear coat" you buy in the can from PepBoys, then wet sanded with the 1200 again, another coat, another sanding then the rubbing compound.

Also had stripped the top of all metal trim including what is shown as masked off at the start of this column. Those little bugs took some getting off and the replacement cost about $80 for both but worth the dollars when you consider I got the entire top done from edge to edge.

It turned out great. About two days of honest work on it.  So my top isn't show quality, the major scratches now look a little like ripples and the top is clear enough to read something with 12pt type on it from the other side.

Submitted by 510picker (Martinsville, IN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (1/24/09)

Thought I would post a follow-up to my threads above. I finally decided I might as well try to refinish the top myself. I recently purchased a Flex buffer with the ceramic show car kit and thought refinishing the top would be good practice with the buffer before I attempt to use it on the Corvette paint.

I first wetsanded the top, starting with 1000 grit, then 1500, ending with 2000. Next I broke out the Flex with an orange pad and started with Menzerna SIP. Then I moved to a white pad with Menzerna Nano. Finally I topped it off with a coat of Zaino Z5 and Zaino Z2 applied by hand.

I decided against adding a new coat of clear at this time based on the results others achieved earlier in this post. My top is not perfect, you can see a couple small cracks in the photos, but it is now looks much nicer than it did before. Maybe this summer I'll attempt to fill the small cracks and add a new coat of clear. We'll see how ambitious I feel. Right now I'm very pleased with the end results. Thanks to all in this thread who took the time to share how to tackle this.
I used the Flex 3401 buffer I bought from Autogeek.net. 


The first before photo can be seen at the top of this page. No need to post it again.

Before
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After
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After
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Submitted by XtremeVette (Murfreesboro, TN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (2/4/09)

510Picker, you replied to one of my earlier posts about this. Great job on the top! Any chance you can get a few good close up shots of the top and the cracks you're referring to? 

Also, when you sanded did you run into any issues of a "top layer" protection film or layer? From the threads I have read, some folks said they literally ruined the top by trying to sand it down. Something about the top layer not wanting to come off or come off informally. In addition some people say once you remove the top layer, it won't be long before the top becomes brittle and cracks? I don’t know how much truth there is to any of it. I really would like to do mine as I have one 6"x8" spot on the driver's side that has lots of hairline scratches in it. It's nothing that you can feel with your fingernail just you can see them. I tried wet sanding a little with 1000 grit and then buffing with my orange pad and my rotary set really low. It looked really hazy when I got done. I was able to bring it back to be shiny but the spot sort of looks blurred or hazy. I stopped after that and went inside. I read a bunch of posts saying not to buff, sand, or try to remove scratches. This is where I am at now. I am very curious on your side of this. I am sort of stuck in the middle. My top is on a scale of 1-10 probably a 7 or 8. Unless you're really close and looking at the top you probably wouldn't notice the scratches. They are more annoying because I know they are there and that I added to them with the 1000 grit paper. 

Oh when you guys are referring to "clear coating" are you using professional clear coat or can you use stuff from like AutoZone in a spray can?
Submitted by 510picker (Martinsville, IN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (2/4/09)

It doesn't sound to me like your top is in as bad of shape as mine was. I was at the point where I didn't have much to lose. I'm not sure if this fix will work well if all you want to correct is part of the top. I'm not saying it can't be done, only that if I remember correctly the people who have had success in this thread did their entire top.

I did not run into issue with the "top layer". If there was a top layer, I may have sanded it all off - I honestly don't know. I carefully wetsanded with 1000 grit until I couldn't see the majority of the defect in my top anymore. I then stepped up to 1500 and 2000 doing the entire top carefully making sure I cleaned up the entire top. When I was finished with this the entire top was hazy and chalky looking like the photos from the original poster. My wife came out and looked at it and asked, "are you sure that's going to shine up?" I laughed and said it worked for others, so yes! 

Below is a close up of my top that shows the largest crack on the front driver’s side before the refinish. If you look at the after photos I posted above you will see the same crack. The link below will take you to more photos as well. Hope this helps.

http://www.pbase.com/510picker/corvette
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Submitted by XtremeVette (Murfreesboro, TN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (2/4/09)

Yes, it’s a tough call. Thanks for the pictures and the link. I agree mine is not that bad. I will have to take some pictures of mine and put it up here tonight when I get home. For me what’s odd is that I used 1000 grit on it and then rotary buffed it for a bit. Had no issues with anything peeling or crazing yet. I just added more scratches is all. I guess it’s almost like, I can try to fix my issues and if it doesn't work and the top clear layer peels or something I will then just have to continue and do the whole thing and then re-clear it. I just don't know if the store bought clear in a can will work OK. Especially when it comes to buffing to bring back shine. I have never really had much luck in the past when it comes to clear coating and then getting it to shine like brand new.

Submitted by 510picker (Martinsville, IN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (2/4/09)

Others said the cleared with a spray can and it looked good. I didn't clear mine and you see how it shined. You say you already wetsanded the area with 1000 grit, now step up to 1500 then 2000 and then buff it out.

Submitted by ColeTrain’sC5 (Waite Park, MN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (2/17/09)

You may need to sand ALL the coating off to get the microcracks out. By doing that it will expose the cracks and when you clear it may fill them in and make them go away. I'm doing this to mine not because I want to get rid of the glitter look inside but because the top coat is coming off it hurts me to look at it.

Submitted by 510picker (Martinsville, IN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (2/18/09)

	Originally Posted by JasonC 


I spent some time with the top last night, but unfortunately in the poor lighting I moved on to lighter grit paper before the heavier sanding marks were erased. So now I'm starting over with 220.


Are you saying you are using 220 grit sand paper on your top?
Submitted by JasonC (Magnolia, TX) on CorvetteForum.com.  (2/18/09)

After spending hours with the finer stuff, it became clear that it just wasn't going anywhere, so I bit the bullet and hit it with the rough stuff. Getting through all of the original coating was the hard part, now getting the sanding scratches out won't be that bad. The Lexan doesn't dull the paper nearly as bad as the coating, but I'm still switching out to fresh paper often.

Like others have said, I don't have much to lose, especially since this is my second top, it has a small crack in it already, and looked horrible both from the outside and looking through it. The coating was so rough in places that it would scrape off with a fingernail. Even if I got the outside looking okay but it was still "glittery" in the sun, I probably wouldn't use it, so I'm willing to take off as much material as it takes.

Submitted by NC99 (New Bern, NC) on CorvetteForum.com.  (4/13/09)

My top was terrible. The top had clear peeling on the passenger side and very bad crazing all over. I hated it and couldn't stand looking at it anymore. It also had two cracks in it.
To make a long story short, I used stripper and a paint scraper, several times. Ended up filling it and building it back up with body filler (not Bondo), wet sanding it all over and over till it was back to normal depth and then took to a body shop and had it shot with primer and then black. After about two weeks, the paint started to settle into the acrylic and there were noticeable striations that you could see and feel if you ran your hand across it. Looked great at first, especially considering what I had done to the poor thing, and then ended up being an eye soar.

I bought another one from a forum member which has some crazing but is not too bad and will be easily fixed by a body shop this time.

Submitted by XtremeVette (Murfreesboro, TN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (4/19/09)

Well I finally got around to "trying to remove some scratches." 

I first tried carefully just to remove the scratches without harming the protective top coat - NO SUCH LUCK. Even with just 2000 grit, it eats right into the top clear coat. The good news is I now have a spot of about six inches that doesn't have any top coat and I saw with just the 2000 grit and my rotary that when polished done it looks back to the original luster/shine. So now comes the fun work. Doing the whole thing! I'll post results when done.
Ok so I just came inside from working about three hours on the top. I got 1/4 of it sanded. I need some pointers from you guys that have done this. This is so far what I have encountered. 

I started with 1000 grit - no way no how. I wasn't getting anything accomplished at all. I moved up too 800 - still nada - wasn't getting anywhere. I moved up to 400 and that started to remove the top layer of the protectant. Man I don't know what GM used, but I commend them. That stuff is some tough crap! I sanded as hard as I could with the 400 wiping away the white residue whenever it built up and constantly sprayed it lightly with some mist. I am going through the 400 grit really quickly as well. Going to have to pick up more of that.

So yes, for me the 3-5 hours to get this done for me is quite a bit off. At my current pace with the 400 grit it’s looking like 12-15 hours.

If anyone get recommend some pointers please let me know!

	Originally Posted by DukeEnt 


I hope you aren't using sandpaper that's too rough!


Well I don’t know either.  If I am I will just have to keep using finer and finer to get it smoothed out. I went down to 320 last night just to get that top layer crap off - it's so damn tough! I then went back up to 400 I am using plenty of water and even using some fine compound to keep scratches to a minimum in severity. My plans are to do the whole thing like this. (I am half done now) and then hit it with 800 and then 1000 and finally 2000 followed by a good buffing with my rotary.

Well, here we are at Day 2! I spent until 2 am working on my top! Talk about sanders arm and being very tired.

 
All I can say is man my top is a lot tougher than what you guys have been saying about yours. I have to keep going back and forth between polishing with my rotary and buffing between 800-1000-2000 to get out all the other grit sandpaper marks that I left behind from trying to get the top coat off! Not easy at all. I am getting there but man is it taking some serious time, I think my quote of 12-15 hours is going to turn into closer to 15-20 hours.  I'll post some pictures when done though.

Submitted by drew47000000 (Orlando, FL) on CorvetteForum.com.  (4/22/09)

I think I'm going to have a professional shoot the clear for me after I sand of the old clear with 1000 grit. I may even have him finish it up with polishing (medium cut, fine cut, and swirl remover.) I don’t have an orbital and think that this job would be a piece of cake to a professional.

My two questions:

What do you think I could expect to pay for this service? 

Also, will this remove the glittery, spidery haze I see inside the car when look up through the top? Just curious.

Submitted by NassyVette (Chicago, IL) on CorvetteForum.com.  (4/23/09)

Xtreme, you are good at 320. I did mine today, like you I started with 1000 grit and got nowhere, I dropped to 600 which worked well on the pass side which was pretty bad. By the time I got to the drivers side which still had a thick coating of the OEM clear, the 600 wasn't doing jack so I switched to 400 which helped but I figured screw this and went to 320 which made short work of the last of the clear. I finished up with 600 over the entire surface to smooth out the 320/400 scratches. I plan on finishing with a thick coat of clear this weekend and wetsanding with 1500/2000 then buffing to a mirror shine.

Drew, I would expect a shop to charge no more than 100 to clear a prepped (sanded) top, and no more than 200 to prep and clear a top. That's on the high end.  If they want any more go elsewhere or tackle it yourself. You'll have the best luck trying a smaller shop as opposed to a larger shop that deals with primarily insurance work.

Submitted by XtremeVette (Murfreesboro, TN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (4/23/09)

I ended up clearing mine with a rattle can as I was spending too much time and getting frustrated with the hairline scratches that were remaining. I must of hit the thing going back to 400, 800, 1000, 2000 at least an additional 10 or more times and still ended up with scratches.
Submitted by Porxter (Santa Maria, CA) on CorvetteForum.com.  (9/6/09)

Just a point of clarification:

According to a guy that used to work for the company that provided these tops to GM, the tops are made of a Plexiglass-based material and then they are sent out for what he called a "hardcoat" made from a polysiloxane resin.

This coating is for abrasion resistance. It is similar to the coating on coated optical lenses. If left bare, the tops would rapidly get scratched and dull.

If you remove all of the coating and just polish the top, it will require more care on your part to keep it looking good over a long period compared to having it clear coated. This is because the tops' base material is not very abrasion-resistant. So every time you wash it or dust it, you may induce minor scratching.

Obviously, automotive clear coats these days are much more durable than bare "plastic".

PS - My 1999 has the same identical passenger-side flaw. The only thing I can think of that would have caused this is the top manufacturer's coating process left the coating a little too thin on the passenger sides.

You can Google "polysiloxane hardcoat" to read some technical descriptions, but here is the basic description:

	The term “hardcoating” has different meanings based on industry. In this context, hardcoating means to apply a very thin - about 5 microns thick - coating to a substrate material such as polycarbonate, acrylic or polished metal to protect it from abrasion and scratching as well as from chemical damage.

Generically, hardcoatings are most often sol-gels of silica nanoparticles and resin that are applied in liquid form and then cured to a glass-like hard finish.
Hardcoatings can be applied in a number of manners, including flowing, dipping, spraying and spinning. Curing typically involves heating the coated materials at a relatively low temperature for 1–4 hours or by exposing the coated surface to UV light for seconds to minutes. Although UV curing is often preferred because of the short cure time, heat-cured formulations produce a harder finish. 


Submitted by XtremeVette (Murfreesboro, TN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (9/6/09)

I would like to further comment on this from personal experience in refinishing the top. I would like for you to contact your friend that worked for GM to confirm the following:

I found that when sanding through the top layer, that once you get through this layer you feel you are in the clear and done with the hard work. Unfortunately this is not the case. The top appears to be made like a piece of plywood if you will. There seems to be multiple layers of the soft Lexan and the hard polysiloxane hardcoat you have mentioned. If you sand down too far and in up on the wrong layer you will find that your top will be uneven and from the inside looking out you will see a visual tonal difference. For those not that picky it is a very minor issue. For those that show your car, the judges will pick up on it immediately and dock you points for it. It literally looks like you have two different colored tinted areas. This is even if you clear coat the top once you’re done, which I did. Just letting others know. Oh and the layers are very thin so to end up on a soft layer versus a hard layer is done really easily without you even knowing it.

Submitted by Porxter (Santa Maria, CA) on CorvetteForum.com.  (9/7/09)

Well first, he worked for the plastics company that manufactured the plexi-based tops. They then sent them out to someone else for the hardcoating.

I seriously doubt there are different, multiple layers. The surface coating should only be about .005" thick. After that, you are into the base material.

One more thing: I'll bet that coating is actually clogging the sandpaper pretty badly. That's why you were going through so much of the fine paper. For anyone else that does this "fix", try adding several drops of liquid dishwashing soap to the bucket of water you are using for wetsanding. That may help prevent the paper from clogging as bad. Also, wipe or squeegee the top often to see where you are with the coating.

Submitted by minitech on CorvetteForum.com.  (9/7/09)

	Originally Posted by drew47000000 



I think I'm going to have a professional shoot the clear for me after I sand of the old clear with 1000 grit. I may even have him finish it up with polishing (medium cut, fine cut, and swirl remover.) I don’t have an orbital and think that this job would be a piece of cake to a professional.

My two questions:

What do you think I could expect to pay for this service? 

Also, will this remove the glittery, spidery haze I see inside the car when look up through the top? Just curious. 




Definitely have a professional shop do a final clear coat for you. Should be about $100. No need to go any lower than 400 grit before the professional shop clear coat.

I would suggest anyone take the top to a shop before ANY work on it at all and tell them you need them to take off the current messed up clear coat and shoot another coat on it. Probably get that for $120, I did.

No need to do any special polishing of the top after a new clear coat, and tell them you would like an UV protectant in the clear. Don't do any polish or anything for a month so the clear can cure just like you would care for a new paint job.

Shops do this for a living and have all the tools to do it right. Only tool you need is the checkbook pen!
Submitted by XtremeVette (Murfreesboro, TN) on CorvetteForum.com.  (9/7/09)

I definitely will agree with this. Too many hours of sanding for me to ever want to do again. 

There have been more reviews that claim the same thing that I found out. For me, I used water while wetsanding and even used high rubbing compounds to aid in the sanding as well. If anybody is in this just to refinish the top or bring back its luster a little, that's one job as you don't need to completely go through that tough top layer. I however you are in it to remove some serious scratches and nicks then I would definitely recommend the help of a professional. Just my opinion though. This job seems to be a 50/50 job as far as reviews go. Some people have had good results while others are not happy at all.

Submitted by RKMason (Austin, TX) on CorvetteForum.com.  (9/16/12)

I am mid-process right now re-clearcoating my C5 plastic targa top and ran into some trouble. Any advice from those who have tackled this DIY targa top refinish would be appreciated. I wet-sanded the top (by hand with a sanding block) using 800 grit to the point where I thought all of the old clearcoat was gone. There were areas I had to hit again, but in general I was surprised it was not as hard to do as some people have claimed in the various posts on the subject I've seen here. But when I laid down the first new clearcoat layer (DupliColor automotive clear spray can), it crazed in patches as it dried. I'm guessing either (1) I did not sand all of the old clearcoat off or (2) there was some surface contamination I sprayed over or (3) something else? I did not use any paint prep on the top before spraying, but no chemicals were applied to the top surface during sanding. I have to now sand off the newly applied clearcoat and I don't want to end up at this dead end a second time. Any thoughts/ideas?

Submitted by goodguys282 (Mooresville, NC) on CorvetteForum.com.

Sorry to here you’re having trouble with your DIY project.  A couple of things to consider: first you should finish sanding the top with 1500 then 2000 grit paper too get the surface as smooth and scratch free as possible, then clean surface with wax and grease remover. Then you should be ready for the clear. This worked for me. 
Submitted by cadmando18 (Oregon City, OR) on CorvetteForum.com.
From paint classes I took in college, oils and other things can get on a surface just from looking at it wrong.  Cleaning the surface with a spray cleaner and a soft lint free rag before spraying on a clear coat is always the way to go. Also you should finish sanding with a 1500 or better grit sand paper. Also a polishing compound on plastic can be the way to go.

What is the temperature when you are trying to spray it? What are you using for spray? Rattle can? Inside or outside? In the sun? 

Submitted by RKMason.

My understanding from the DIY Refinishing instructions I read was that you should avoid sanding too smooth and leave "tooth" on the surface for the clearcoat to adhere. I thought sanding with 1000/1500/2000 grits was to smooth the surface for polish and buff and wax if no new clearcoat was going to be applied. I will certainly use a pre-paint cleaner next time. It was about 80 degrees when I did the spray outside on a still day. I let the top set in the sun for a few hours to completely dry out but I waited for the sun to set to do the spray from an aerosol can.

Submitted by JW@JWMotoring.com (Oklahoma City, OK) on CorvetteForum.com.

I agree. I like 600 or 800 prior to clear. With 600 you will be able to see some scratch. You won't have adhesion issues though. I do not believe that's your issue. 

I will tell you that is some of the worst clear coat in a can. Check out 2K clear from Eastwood for some good stuff. 

As for your issue I don't see the choice of clear or paper as the issue. It sounds like some chemical reaction to me. I'm betting on too much of the old stuff left. 

I'm working on one of these now and at 220 grit with a DA it's taking forever to remove that top crazed later. I don't know how you got through it with 800 grit wet. 

I vote for sanding more and trying again. I'm no expert though.

Submitted by cadmando18.

Although 80 degrees seems a bit warm, using clear from a can isn't the best, but I've done it. 

In my personal experience, I've sprayed on clear after using 1500 wet, and it came out so clear and deep, it was great. I do forget what brand I used, but I invested in a cheap air gun and it proved the right choice. If you are just doing primer or clear, a $200 with an in-line air cleaner/dryer is a great choice for the little DYI projects. Just clean it really good after each use.

It does sound like you didn't get enough of the old stuff off. I guess I didn't read that well enough. 800 grit is not a removal sand paper in my humble opinion. A 120 would probably work well. It would take a while but it would remove the old stuff and it wouldn't put deep cuts that are hard to sand out with a 800.

If you think about leaving "tooth", just think about this. What's happening when things are drying is on the microscopic level. You can't see the "tooth" in a primer, so... you probably don't need to see the swirl marks in your top.

Oh!! Forgot about something.

The type of clear you use matters. Some clears actually need the type of paint to stick to. The two stage paint actually works with the clear coat and bonds, curing both the paint and the clear. 

So, make sure you have the correct kind of clear that doesn't need a primer or paint. 
Submitted by $$$frumnuttin’ on CorvetteForum.com.

Crazing has nothing to do with sanding, period. It is either an environmental factor or a chemical result. If you apply too thick of a spray the solvent will linger and get trapped under the skin that forms above the surface.  This can also cause craters in the clear from basecoat that hasn't fully cured yet. You need to wait a long time to apply additional coats whether they are clear or basecoats - patience, or a professional curing oven is the solution. JW, thanks for the tip on the Duplicolor clear...I was just about to use it on a project.

Submitted by RKMason.

I've convinced myself that the issue was insufficient initial sanding and no pre-paint surface prep used. I am re-sanding now with 600 grit to remove my failed clearcoat attempt and to do more old material removal. I will then sand for a smoother finish (using 1000 and 1500 grit) before clearcoat application. I am getting pre-paint cleaner and 2K clearcoat aerosol from Eastwood for the second attempt. Once More into the breach!

Submitted by Dave68 (San Diego, CA) on CorvetteForum.com.

In general, go by the paint/clearcoat manufacturer's instructions. I just sanded and clear-coated a butcher block table (polyurethane clearcoat) and the manufacturer specified 220 grit between coats. Other types of clearcoats will require finer sanding, so check out their recommendation before sanding.
